While conventional wisdom points to the Arab-Israeli War of 1967 as the gateway for the founding of the first Arab American national political organization, such advocacy in fact began with the Syrian nationalist movement, which emerged from immigration trends at the turn of the last century. The Free Syria Society, the New Syria Party, the Arab National League, and the Institute of Arab American Affairs were established by the 1950s. The Making of Arab Americans brings this long-neglected history to life, overturns the notion of an Arab population that was too diverse to share common goals and restores a timely aspect of our understanding of an area (then called Syria) that comprises modern-day Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and Palestine. 
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